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March 29, 2017  
 
Via Email: chipgass@gmail.com 
William Gass 
1 Blackberry Run 
Springfield, Illinois 62704 
 
RE:   FOIA Request of March 22, 2017  
      
Dear Mr. Gass:  
  

Thank you for your attempt to reduce the burden of your request to a manageable size; however, this correspondence 
serves to explain the District’s process and why your request is an expansion of burden as opposed to a reduction of 
effort.  As you know, your request for employee salary information was provided to you on March 21, 2017 in an 
electronic format per your request.   

On March 22, 2017, you submitted a duplicate FOIA request again asking for Jacksonville School District 117 to 
provide all electronic communications sent or received during official district meetings for the last 90 days by Mike 
Lonergan, Noel Beard, Steve Cantrell, Debra Maul, Teresa Wilson, and Jan Ryan. This request includes electronic 
communications, email conversations, (district issued, personal cellphones or electronic devices) during official school 
board district meetings.  Additionally, you requested electronic communications sent or received to/from Steve Ptacek 
to/from CTS Group of St. Louis for the last five years. This request includes electronic communications, email 
conversations, (district issued, personal cellphones or electronic devices) during official school board district meetings. 
Finally, you have requested electronic communications sent or received to/from Steve Ptacek to/from Holland 
Construction of Swansea for the last five years. This request includes electronic communications, email conversations, 
(district issued, personal cellphones or electronic devices) during official school board district meetings. The only 
difference in your request is that you offered to provide the media, such as a USB memory stick, on which to copy the 
documentation in an effort to relive the burden on the District of making photo copies.    

Please let me explain the District’s process and why there are costs incurred with your request. Because of the District's 
obligation to exempt certain confidential information, the absolute heightened responsibility of protecting student 
record information, and the legal burden of safeguarding private staff information, it would then be necessary for 
trained and confidential staff to review each record individually to ascertain that the District's responsibility is met.  In 
order to meet this obligation, email copies must be printed out in hard copy, read, and redacted as necessary.  In order 
then to meet your request for electronic records to avoid a cost to you, District staff would be required to then scan in 
each of the documents and save them to either a CD or USB drive.  This obviously would increase the burden on staff 
as opposed to reducing it.   
 



The investment of further District resources by way of staff time and effort to review each document and attachment 
and redact all exempt data continues to make your request unduly burdensome from my perspective and is therefore 
denied. In addition, the cost to you would remain at $612.10 which includes 1,996 e-mails which vary in length and 
content for a total of 6,171 pages with the first 50 copies at no charge to you.   I am happy to speak with you and/or 
explain this process and possibly narrow your request.  If you wish to do this, please contact me at the above phone 
number.   
 
I appreciate your desire for transparency.  The Board of Education, Mr. Ptacek, and I are committed to being as 
transparent as possible, which is why we host a website specifically designated to the construction process. You may 
access this information at the following link: Vision 117 
 
Also as before, you do have the right to appeal my decision to the Illinois Attorney General. Under Section 11 of the 
Act, you have the right to a review of my decision to deny, in part, your request by the Public Access Counselor (PAC).  
The contact information for the PAC is noted below. 
 
Sarah Pratt 
Acting Public Access Counselor 
Office of the Attorney General 
500 S. 2nd Street 
Springfield, Illinois 62706 
Phone: 877-299-3642 
 
You are further notified that you have a right to judicial review under 5 ILCS 40/11. 
 
Thank you for your interest in Jacksonville School District #117.  If I can be of further assistance to you, please let me 
know. 
 
 
Yours truly, 

 
Dr. Dana F. Kinley 
Freedom of Information Act Officer 
 


